
women and indigenous religions
At the core of most indigenous religions is a deep respect for the earth 
expressed in rituals and practices that foster sustainability. Nature is often 
regarded as a sacred entity that comprises all the people and beings of the 
earth. A holistic vision of community and the endeavor of maintaining and 
transmitting these rituals and practices is commonly entrusted to female 
religious specialists.

From the Dalit midwives in India to the women of the Nahua region in the 
state of Morelos, Mexico, from the indigenous nations in Turtle Island in 
Canada to the shamans (male and female) of South Korea and Vietnam, and 
from the mountains in the Andean regions of Peru and Chile to the plains 
of Australia and the Northeast of India, there are still many vital indigenous 
cultures around the world in which women often hold positions of religious 
authority.

Indigenous women’s voices like Renee Linklater, Nuvia Balderrama, Darilyn 
Syiem, and Hien Nguyen render insiders’ experiences and are joined 
by expert scholars immersed in the field like Diane Bell, Laurel Kendall, 
Frederique Apffel, Ana M. Bacigalupo, Janet Chawla, Ana M. Salazar, and 
Morna Macleod exploring places of power, healing, and spirituality that 
women hold in indigenous societies worldwide. This volume weaves 
multiple voices with a language nurtured in the soil of indigenous live 
traditions.

Women and Indigenous Religions, Sylvia Marcos (ed) is of interest for the 
study of religion, ethnicity, gender and women’s studies, anthropology, 
epistemology, ecology and sustainability. It addresses issues such as the 
multifaceted tensions between indigenous traditions and gender and the 
genealogy of positions of authority in religion and spirituality. A close 
examination reveals that native religions, with their women specialists, 
are still a source of inspiration for millions of men and women including 
the “advanced” areas of the world. This fact challenges the opinion that 
indigenous cultures are becoming extinct.

Sylvia Marcos researches, teaches, and publishes on gender issues in 
ancient and contemporary Mesoamerica. She is the author of many books 
and scholarly articles on indigenous epistemologies, oral traditions, healing, 
sexuality, and religion. Her published works include Religion y Genero, Vol III 
Enciclopedia Iberoamericana de Religiones and Taken from the Lips: Gender 
and Eros in Mesoamerican Religions.
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